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On April 22, President Daniel Ortega charged that the US is secretly shipping arms to the contras
under the cover of "humanitarian aid." He said he had appealed to Honduran President Jose Azcona
Hoyo to halt US-sponsored flights bringing aid to contras inside Honduras. If the flights are not
suspended, he said, Managua may call for a session of the UN Security Council. According to the
president, clandestine arms flights had been arriving at Toncontin airport in Honduras from Swan
Island, a Honduran possession in the Caribbean where the CIA maintains a supply base. He added
that the Nicaraguan government has reliable information that supplies of arms and munitions are
located on Swan Island, and are being transferred to the contras. Ortega, in the company of Foreign
Minister Miguel D'Escoto Brockmann and Ambassador to the US, Carlos Tunnermann, who has
been recalled from Washington for consultations, reiterated his desire to open talks with the US.
He proposed they begin May 15. The March 23 agreement in Sapoa specifies that the contras are
restricted to receiving "exclusively humanitarian aid channeled through neutral organizations,"
and that the aid deliveries are to begin after the contra fighters entered ceasefire zones inside
Nicaragua. Details of the agreed zones, however, have not yet been concluded. Contra leaders
have declared that their fighters are running out of food and other basic supplies, and that many
are crossing into Honduras in search of assistance. In response to such claims, the US Agency of
International Development began delivering food, clothing, and medical supplies immediately.
AID was designated to oversee delivery under the aid package approved by Congress in March. In
a statement, the Honduran Foreign Ministry said that it had authorized "humanitarian aid to the
Nicaraguan population that is in Honduran territory." AID spokesperson Roger Noriega said that
the aid delivered to contras in Honduras arrived in trucks, not airplanes. He said a shipment of rice,
beans and bananas was delivered to the contras on April 19, and a second load on April 21, both
carried by independent Honduran truckers. (Basic data from New York Times, 04/23/88)
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